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« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-^ 
This application is abandoned in view of: 



.^6^^plicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 2-25-2004 . 



(aj^faA reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is after the expiration of the 

^^period for reply (including a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on . 

(b) □ A proposed reply was received on , but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1.1 13 (a) to the final rejection. 

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1 . 11 3 to a final rejection consists only of: (1 ) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). 

(c) □ A reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non- 

final rejection. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) and 1.111. (See explanation in box 7 below). 

(d) ^^-No reply has been received. 

2. □ Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 

from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 

), which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) □ The submitted fee of $ is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 

The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1.18 is $ , The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1.18(d), is $ . 

(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 

3. n Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set in, the Notice of 

Allowability (PTO-37). 

(a) □ Proposed conrected drawings were received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is 

after the expiration of the period for reply. 

(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 

4. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interest, or all of 

the applicants. 

5. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR 

1 .34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because the period for seeking court review 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 

7. S The reason(s) below: 

Confirnned no reasponse mailed on 9-2-2004 with applicant's representative. 




JESSICA HARRISON 
PRIMARY EX/m71INER 

Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1.137(a) or (b), or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 1.181, should be promptly filed to 
minimize any negative effects on patent term, 
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USPTOTO PROVIDE ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO CmD UJ_ 
PATENT REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS AND CEASE 

SUPPLYING PAPER COPIES 

RS^:^oM«Tpa..„.ApJlic.«o„Mfonn,.io«R^^^^^ 

c«tiHcatc and software from the Office; (2) obtain a customer number from a« 

fSm)^^^ S^USrrO office of PubUc Reco«b. »Kl from c«nn«c«l so^. The 

MteotUiewtuie with Office actions. Paper copies of cit«lrefei«ic«wiiiconimue ioocp™ 
5^ USPTO for inteniational applications during the intemat^ 



Schedule 



June 2004 TCs 1600, 1700. 2800 a«? 2900 

July 2004 TCs 3600 and 3700 ' 

At4ust2004 TCs 2100 and 2600 

All U S patents and U.S. patent application publications are available on the USPTO web site. 

SSlir^u. Jss Ce„,cr .o a«,ui« a,ese Ue.s. J^^ --f" ^ *;j,!f^7,'>oV .^'o^^^^^^^ 
contact the Patent EBC as soon as possible by phone at 866-217-919/ (ton rree,, /u:» 
703-308-6845 or electronically via the Internet at ehc(a),uspto.BOv . 

Other Options 

The E-Patent Reference funci ^ requires the applicant to use the secure Private PAIR system 
wh ch establ she confidential communications with the applicant. Apphcants using this tacihty 
™1 a digital certificate, as described above. Other options for obtaining patents which do 
ItXre he digital certificate include the USPTO's free Patents on the Web program 
h° p7/~pto gov/patlVindex html). The USPTO s Office of Public Records also supplies 
[op!is r^tent fo'r a fee (hup7.^b,,L^^ ^ 
provide U.S. paicnts and patent application publications. 



,„ ,, -.„.N „ . I si'lM l.il'KoMl'l ||.L( IKOMC.ACCI.SS lOUII.I) 

I S P.M|.;M Ktll Kl I ^ -fl^' ! ^ ^ .. !!, .!^.. I \M 

I sIM O web Mic 



NOTICE OF OFFICE PLAN TO CEASE SbTPLYING COPIES OF CITED U.S. PATENT 
REFERENCES WTTH OFFICE ACTIONS. AND PILOT TO EVALUATE THE 
ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH U.S. PATENT 

REFERENCES 



Summary 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) plains m the near future to 

(1) cease mailing copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publicaUons (US patent 
refeienccs) with Office actions except for ciutions made during the international stage of an 
international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and those . .. ^ 
rtcxamination proceedings; and (2) provide electronic access to. with convenient downl^ing 
capability of. the US patent referetKes cited in an Office action via the Office s pnvate Patent 
^cation Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system which has a new feature caU^ E-Pateni 
Reference." Before ceasing to provide coji.cs of U .S. patent references with Office actions the 
Office shall test the feasibility of the E-Patent Reference feature by conducung a two-month pilot 
project starting with Office actions mailed after December 1 . 2003. The pfflw shall evaluate the 
pilot project and publish the results in a notice which will be posted on the Office s web site 
Lw>; i]SPTO.eoVr and in the Patent Official Gazette (O.G.). In order to use the "e^f E-Patent 
RefeieacefeatiJre d uring the pilot period, or when the Office ceases to send copi^of U S. p^ent 
references with Office actions, the applicant must: (1) obtain a digital certificate from *e Office; 

(2) obtain a customer number from the Office, and (3) properly associate applications with Oie 
customer number. The pilot project does not involve or affect the <^7y«'» ^^"^'^^ P"^^" 
supplying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non-patent literature with Office actions 
S coSiesVf refL^es will continue to be provided by the USPTO for searches and wnlten 
opinions prepared by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage and 
for reexamination proceedings. 

Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent 
References 

On December I. 2003. the Office w.U make available a new feature, E-Palent Reference, m the 
Office's private PAIR system, to allow more convenient downloading of L S patents and U.5» 
patent at^phcation pablicat.ons. The new feature w.ll allow an authonzed user ot Pnvate PAIK 
dev. ad some or all of the U S. patents md U.S. patent appl.cai.on publications c.ted by an 
exam., on form PTO-892 >n Off.ce act.ons, as well as L.S pai.n.s and >, S patent appi.cat.on 
uX.; ■ ns submitted hv applicants on form PTQ/SBOS , 1 449, as pan of an IDS. The re.neva 
of som ■ i\\ of the documents mav be performed in one downloading step w,th the docun ts 
encoded as \dobe Portable Document format ( pdl^) files, which .s improvemenl over the 
current page-bv-pagc rcmcval capab.liiv from other L.SPIf) systems 



Steps to use the New E-Patent Reference Feature During the Pilot Project ar,d 
Thereafter 

Access to pnvate PAIR is required to uuHze E-Patent Reference. If you don't already have 
access to pnvate PAIR, the Office urges practitioners and applicants no ^^^^'^J^; 
practitioner, to take advantage of the transition penod to obtain a no^st ^SPTO Pub ic Key^ 
EiLtr^ctuie (PKI) digital certificate, obtain a USPTO customer -^^^'^'^f 
pending and new application filings w.th their customer number """^^^^'/^jl^^^^ . 

Sed by the Ofilce) required to access pnvate PAIR and E-Patent Reference feature and 
'^'ZZZ^Lnl^c.^ for internet access. The ^.1 .'n™ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
digitalTertificate are available at the Office s Electronic Business C^"'*' EB^) web ^^^^^^^ 
^ V //www uM,to..o v/^K./Hnwnloads.htinl>. Note that a notanzed signature will be required 
obtain a digital ceitificate. 

To get a Customer Number, download and complete the Custo^mer Number ^J^^^'^^^^'^''^- 

transmitted by facsimile to the Electronic Business Center at (703) ^^J. JJ^O. °^ "^^^^^^ 
address on the form. If you are a registered attorney or patent agent. J^^f ^'^^S vour 
number must be associated with your customs number This is a-omphsh^ ^f^g a 
registration number to the Customer Number Request fonn. A d«icnpt,on of associating 
ciLmer number with an application is described at the BBC web page at: 
http-7/www-usnto.gov/e hc/registration pairAtmL 

The E-Patent Reference feature will be accessed using a new button on the pnvate PAIR scrren 
SSinJil" 1 of tfTcite^ U.S. patent and U.S. patent application publication references will be 
"ovlrt Internet usin the Office s .=w E-Patent Reference feaj-^ The s^^^^^^ 
references to be downloaded will be displayed by E-Patent Reference he do^ -^^^^ 
be estimated Applicants and registered practitioners can select to download all of the references 
0 SyTombinatfonof cited refe^nces. Selected references will be downloaded as comple 
d^'menra^^Adobe Portable Document Fonnat ( pdO files. For a l.m.ted Pe^f ^ ^'^^^J^^ 
USPTO will include a copy of this notice with Office actions to «;7"f '^^^ 
new feature and. .f needed, to take the steps outlined above m order to be able to utilize this new 
feature during the piloi and thereafter. 

Dunng the iwo-month pilot, the Office w,ll evaluate the stability "P^^'J^^ ^^J^^^^^^ 
Refer ^ce feature to reliably provide electronic access lo cited L S. paieni and L b. pateni 
appt on publ.canon refer nces. While copies of.' S.pa,enu.id';Sp^^^^^ auon 

Xcation references cted by ex^.ners w.l, continue to be i. f ^^^^f f ^^^^^^^^^ 
he pilot project, applicants re encouraged lo use the pnvaie P and the E-Pater^t Keterence 

tu c o clcronKallv acce.. and download c.tcd L S. patent and L S patent appl.can.r^ 
abl, a ion re>ercn:es so the Office w.ll be able ,o obiecnvelv evaluate us pertom^ance I he 
bllc ,s encouraged lo submn commenis ,o ihc Office on .he usab.ii.v and per.orn.ance o, he 
1- P.t-m Ke-e^.-.cc ;eature .lurn. -he pil-t i-.rihcr. .i.nng the p:.n aenod registered 

•he '"juuc Jo*. cn>p -1 '*''^>^-i*- ' - ' 

■ " ■ • . , s-iicni — r'' s ■^.ttt.-nt .ipphcjiiijii pubhcaLion.s U) prcpar'. 
jM-u' ':^c nc'A i.. ^ --^ ^1-^^ ' , , -h 'l-'i' 



references. The Office plans to continue to provide access to the E Paicnt Reference 
during its evaluation of the pilot. 



Comments 



Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in wnting and directed to the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at fReference^,uspto.ROv or 
by facsimile to (703) 308-2840. Comments will be posted and made available for public 
inspection. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project, 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 1 5. 2004. 

Comments with respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers' 
customer service centers. Comments concerning digital certificates, customer numbers, and 
associating customer numbers with applicaUons should be sent to the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Implementation after Pilot 

AacT the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above, the 
Office expects to implement its plan to cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patem references cited 
during examination of non provisional applications on or after Febniary 2, 2004; although copies 
of cited foreign patent documents, as well as non-patent literature, will sull be to the 

applicant until such time as substantially all applications have been scanned mto IFW. 

For Further Infonnation Contact 

Technical information on the operation of the IFW system can be found on the USPTO website 
at http //www.uspto gov/wcb/patents/ifw/index.htmi Comments concerning the E-Patent 
Reference feature and questions concerning the operation of the PAIR system should be directed 
to the EBC at the USPTO at (866) 21 7-9197. The EBC may also be contacted by facsimile at 
(703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Date, lil'l" > lllC^,^-^^}^ 

Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Palenis 
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